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Courtesy of Wallace Nutting 


THE CUTLER-BARTLETT HOUSE 
NEWBURYPORT, MASS. 


In 1782 this house, then in process of construction, was bought from 
the estate of Jonathan Mulliken by John Babson and completed by him. 
It was divided as a double house in 1810. It has been bought by Mr. 
Wallace Nutting of Framingham, and is now being repaired and restored 
with the help of Mr. Henry Charles Dean, architect. 























REPORT OF THE ANNUAL MEETING 


MARCH 


The Fifth Annual Meeting of 
the Society was held at the Twen- 
tieth Century Club, 3 Joy Street, 
Boston, Wednesday, March 10, 1915, 
at 4.30 P. M., President Bolton pre- 
siding. 

President Bolton delivered an 
address on the year’s work of the 
Society. 

The nominating committee's re- 
port was read and the following 
officers were elected for the ensuing 
year.* 

The report of the Board of Trustees 
was read by President Bolton. 

The Treasurer’s report was pre- 
sented and on motion duly seconded 
was accepted, placed on file and 
ordered printed. 

The Librarian’s report was pre- 
sented and on motion duly seconded 
was accepted, placed on file and 
ordered printed. 

The report of the Director of the 
Museum was presented and on 
motion duly seconded was accepted, 
placed on file and ordered printed. 

The report of the Corresponding 
Secretary was presented and on mo- 
tion duly seconded was accepted, 
placed on file and ordered printed. 
At the suggestion of President Bolton 
a portion of the report was read. 

Mr. Richard Walden Hale gave 


See page 31 
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an interesting address on the work 
of “The Committee for the Survey 
of Greater London’’ at the same 
time showing some of the volumes 
it had published. At the conclu- 
sion of the address President Bolton 
on behalf of the Society thanked Mr. 
Hale for having so kindly entertained 
the members present. 

Upon motion duly seconded it was 
voted: That the acts of the Trustees 
of the Society for the fiscal year 1914- 
1915 be and are hereby ratified and 
confirmed. 

President Bolton urged all present 
to visit the headquarters of the Society 
and inspect the loan collection on 
heraldic decoration. 

President Bolton made some re- 
marks on the selection of photographs 
which had been hung about the room, 
mentioning particularly those of the 
Samuel Fowler house at Danversport 
and the Deacon John Cooper house 
at Cambridge, made by Mr. Wallace 
Nutting. 

Upon motion duly seconded, it was 
Voted: To adjourn. 

A True Record: 

Attest: 


LYNDE SULLIVAN 
Recording Secretary. 
Clerk of the Society. 























ANNUAL REPORT OF THE CORRESPONDING SECRETARY 


To the Officers and Members of the Society: 
I take great pleasure in presenting my fifth annual report, covering the 
year March 1, 1914 to March 1, 1915. 
The past year was the first during which the Society made no real estate 
acquisition, although it narrowly missed acquiring a house of about 1694 in 


process of transfer. 


Both the seller and the buyer were anxious that the prop- 


erty should come to the Society and made arrangements accordingly, but the 
gift was to be subject to a long lease, so difficult to arrange to the satisfaction 


of the lawyers, that it was reluctantly withdrawn. 


It is pleasant to know 


that the building in question will be restored under the guidance of a com- 


petent architect. 


THE SWETT.ILSLEY The principal change 
HOUSE, NEWBURY, involved has _ been 


1670 OR EARLIER. . . 

ACQUIRED 1911. the vacating by Miss 

Small of her end of 
the house, leaving the premises for 
the first time in many years without 
a representative of the Ilsley family. 
It is hoped that a tea room tenant 
may be installed there, and negotia- 
tions with that end in view are under 
way. 

The physical and financial condi- 
tions of the property remain somewhat 
unsatisfactory. The only im- 
provement is the fact that the 
mortgage, now held by the 
savings bank in Newburyport, 
has been reduced from $1,000, 
to $800. Apart from this 
the house still owes the Life 
Membership Fund for a loan 
of $750, and is in need of 
thorough overhauling and 
restoration at a cost of not 
less than $2,000. It is much 
to be hoped that some de- 
scendants of the Swetts or 
the Ilsleys may be found 
willing to finance this work. 


The Swett-Ilsley House, Newbury. 
Acquired by the Society in 1911 





SAMUEL FowLER Lhis property con- 
HOUSE DAN-_ tinues in the occupa- 
VERSPORT, MASS., , : all 
1809. ACQUIRED i912 tion of the Misses 
Fowler, subject to 

whose life interest the Society bought. 





The house is beautifully furnished and 
in perfect condition, and, as stated 
last year, the only possible improve- 
ment would be for the Society to own 
the adjoining lot of land. At the 
moment this may seem unimportant, 
but as Danversport becomes more 
and more built up the desirability of 
having this plot of ground under our 
control must become more and more 
apparent. It would serve as a pro- 
tectiom against fire and be an ideal 
place for an old-fashioned garden. 
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Built before 1670 


As the purchase of the lot by the 
Society is out of the question, its 
gift must await the generosity of some 
one seeking the welfare of the town or 
the house or both. 











Courtesy Frank Cousins Art Co. 
The Samuel Fowler House, Danvers 


Acquired by the Society in 1912 


The only change in 
this property has 
been its return to 
use aS a tea room, 
through a lease to Mrs. Gertrude 
Sheffield Wylie. This is very satis- 
factory since it opens the house once 
more to continual inspection by our 
members and the public. Members 
are urged to patronize the tea room, 
thus helping our tenant make it a 
success. 
The physical condition of 


DEACON JOHN 
COOPER HOUSE, 
CAMBRIDGE, MASS., 
1657. ACQUIRED 
1912. 


J. Flamand, 10 Post Of- 
fice Square, Boston. In 
spite of the slender net 
income at his disposal, 
Mr. Flamand continues 
the gradual improve- 
ment of our properties. 
Among other items 
each house has_ been 
equipped with the lat- 
est and best type of fire 
extinguishers. 


T he 

THE REAL ESTATE < __. 
SITUATION. Soci- 
et y s 


real estate situation 
would be sufficiently 
strong were it not for 
the mortgages of $4,800, which must 
sometime be paid, and the interest 
charges on which are meanwhile a 
drain on our resources. For the 
moment the principal of the mort- 
gages is being reduced with the in- 
come from the Life Membership 
Fund, and the condition of the prop- 
erties is being maintained with the 
very small net income from rentals. 
[t must be evident that if there were 
no interest to pay nor mortgages to 





the property remains ap- 
proximately as_ formerly. 
It is hoped this year to 


fence the corner lot and 
lay some necessary tiled 
walks. 


The property is still sub- 
ject to two mortgages of 
$2,000, each, and the Trus- 
tees venture to hope that 
some descendant of John 
Cooper will volunteer to 
pay off this indebtedness 
in honor of his ancestor. 














peat esTaTe . he Society's 
AGENT. real estate re- 


mains under the 
efficient care of Mr. J. C. 


Deacon John Cooper House, Cambridge. 





Courtesy Halliday Photograph Co. 


Built about 1657 
The Society's third acquisition, 1912 























reduce, the Society could spend about 
$500 a year more on the upkeep of its 
properties. As our properties would 
all be bettered by such an expendi- 
ture, the Trustees have taken a firm 
stand against the acquisition of any 
more real estate subject to mortgage. 
Although this policy may cost us the 
ownership of some interesting houses, 
itis doubtless for the permanent good 
of the properties as a whole. 


As the Society's 
vear draws to a close 
it finds a new gift of 
a house and lot in process of consum- 
mation. The house involved figured 
in previous Bulletins and is situated 
outside of Massachusetts. The 


NEW GIFT 
BEING MADE. 





among the descendants of such owners 
as Samuel Bennett, Phebe Franklin, 
Hon. Peter Coffin, Thomas Brattle, 
John Eyre and William Boardman, 
there must be several willing and able 
to give substantial help, and with- 
out such help the projected purchase 
will assuredly fail. 


The Secretary is at 
the same time follow- 
ing developments in connection with 
many other houses scattered through 
Rhode Island, Connecticut, New 
Hampshire, Maine and Massachusetts. 
It would be pleasant to speak of them 
in detail, but the result would be of 
doubtful benefit to the houses. They 


OTHER HOUSES. 





deed is being drawn and will be 
signed during the month of March, 
so that it should be possible to 
describe this gift in the spring 
Bulletin. 


BENNETT-BOARD- Che Trustees are 





MAN HOUSE, 


making an earn- 
SAUGUS, MASS., : 
1650. 


est effort to raise 
the sum necessary 
to buy and restore this house with- 
out appealing to our members, but 
as yet without Conspicuous success. 











The house is without the slightest 
doubt one of the most worthy of 
preservation in all New England, 
as well as one of the most pictur- 
esque. The Secretary knows of no 
house of the seventeenth century that 
has come down to us so little altered 
and still retaining so many of its valu- 
able features—such as original chim- 
ney, many original doors, much origi- 
nal sheathing, original sills, unplast- 
ered ceilings, fine and varied old 
hinges, etc. It would seem as though 
the task of raising $2,000 to buy the 
house and between two and three 


thousand more to repair and restore 
it should be simple in the extreme. 
That it is not so is doubtless due to 
the bad financial times and the Eu- 
ropean war, but that these are to re- 
sult in the loss of the house should be 
It seems as 


impossible. though 





Courtesy Halli: 
Bennctt-Boardman House, Saugus, Mass. 

This is the house for the purchase and restoration 
of which the Society still lacks about $3000 


Jay Photograph Co., Boston 
About 1650 


have one particular point in common, 
namely, the difficulty in dealing with 
their owners. Each case presents a 
problem in itself and calls for a sep- 
arate line of treatment. Sometimes 
the owners are left in complete igno- 
rance that the Society is taking the 
slightest interest in the house, and at 
other times even the buyers are un- 
aware that it is this Society that has 
given the impulse to the movement 
to buy. Be that as it may, so long as 
the desired result is obtained, and a 
house worth preserving passes to this 
or some other society able and willing 
to look after it permanently, our 
object is achieved. 
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John Balch House, Beverly, Mass. 


Courtesy of Wallace Nutting 


Begun about 1638 


ones mance In the case of this 
HOUSE, BEVERLY, very interesting 
MASS., 1638. ‘ae ne er 
10use, one oF tne 

very oldest still standing in America, 
the Society is represented by Mr. 
Willis H. Ropes of Salem and the Sec- 
retary on a joint committee of five 
societies having the preservation of 
the house in view. Whether or not 
anything can be accomplished is as 
yet uncertain, but the developments 
of the next two or three months 
should give definite results one way 
or the other. This is the only house 
now standing which was occupied by 
one of the Old Planters, that is, by 
one of the North Shore settlers whose 
arrival antedated the arrival of John 
Endicott’s Company. Of course, as 


the date shows, this was not Balch’s 
first house, having been built ten 
years after Endicott’s arrival. 


Balch 





must have built several earlier houses, 
for he was one of Roger Conant’s 
party and settled on Cape Ann about 
1623-24, moving to Salem about 1626, 
and later to Beverly. This Beverly 
house was originally of the one-room, 
story-and-a-half type, doubtless with 
the sleeping quarters in the half story 
upstairs, the ground floor room being 
kitchen, dining room and parlor all 
in one. The original roof has dis- 
appeared, but two rafters still in 
place in the north end prove it to 
have been excessively steep, so much 
so that there may well have been a 
tiny garret above the half-story cham- 
ber. Of all the houses now standing 
in New England perhaps the Peak 
house at Medfield gives the best idea 
of the original appearance of the 
Balch house. As time went by the 
Balch house was many times added 






























to until now the original framework 
is but a corner of a house at least 
five times as roomy as the original. 


.. As inprevious years, 

THE S0CFTQur. requests were re- 
ceived for advice 

on all manner of problems connected 
with old buildings. The Society was 
early called on in the case of the Lee 
house in East Lyme, Connecticut, 
where its help is said to have proved 
of great efficacy. As the story of 
this house was recounted in detail 
in the December Bulletin there is no 
need to say more about it here. 


Members in Ports- 
WeeeRY MAINE” mouth and Kittery 
asked for help in 
connection with the old block house 
at Fort McClary, Kittery. The 
grounds and building were accord- 





that something can be done along 
these lines this spring. 


BRicK Market, Jur Rhode Island 
NEWPORT, R. I., Vice - President 
pointed out the good 

that might result should such a 
society as ours memorialize the new 
Mayor of Newport on the subject of 
the proper care of the old Brick Mar- 
ket, completed 1762, from plans by 
Peter Harrison. The Trustees were 
delighted to have an opportunity of 
doing substantial good in Rhode 
Island with the tiny sum available in 
the Rhode Island Account, and 
accordingly employed Mr. N. M. 
Isham of Providence to inspect and 
report on the building. His exhaus- 
tive report, which was illustrated by 
photographs, covered the _ history, 
condition and future needs of the 
building. It was further expanded 
by an interesting series of 











Block House at Fort McClary, Kittery, Me. 


ingly carefully inspected. They are 
now leased to the proprietor of a 
neighboring hotel, who warmly wel- 
comed the suggestion that the So- 
ciety cooperate with him and our 
friends in Kittery and Portsmouth 
to bring about the repair of the block 
house and the improvement of the 
surrounding grounds. It is hoped 





old newspaper notices culled 
from the files of Newport 
papers by the indefatigable 
efforts of Miss Edith May 
Tilley, Librarian of the New- 
port Historical Society and 
one of our members. This 
report was sent to Mrs. 
Chadwick and by her pre- 
sented to the Mayor who 
later submitted it for con- 
sideration to the Council. 
The building is unique in 
colonial New England, an 
interesting example of classic 
architecture and, next to 
the old State House, the 
most monumental relic of 
old Newport. There is every 
reason to hope that the city 
government will give this 
landmark the best possible treatment. 
It is planned to print Mr. Isham’s re- 
portin the next number of the Bulletin. 





STEPHEN SALIS- —_ ne of each of 
H . these houses . 
WORCESTER, 1770, a 
AND PROVINCE’ What uncertain and 
HOUSE, BOSTON, the Secretary was 


asked to give his 





advice concerning them. The desir- 
ability of keeping them both is 
beyond question, but each is sit- 
uated on very valuable ground and 
it is essential to discover some 
appropriate use for each building if 
preserved. A report was made on 
each property but it is deemed unwise 
to go into the matter in more detail 
here. The institutions owning these 
houses are long established and 
wealthy charitable corporations, 
whose Directors can safely be count- 
ed on to do everthing within reason 
to safeguard such interesting posses- 
sions. 

The Salisbury mansion offers a 
unique opportunity for a museum of 
the first class in a large city to show, 
in close proximity to the museum 
building, a colonial mansion furnished 
in the style of the period. With the 
gardens restored and the out build- 
ings repaired, the house would again 
appear in its appropriate setting. 

To many it may come as a complete 
surprise to know that any part of the 
old Province House, used by the 
Provincial Governors of Massachu- 
setts, is still in existence. What is 
left in place is the entire front or south- 
east wall minus the porch and steps: 
practically the entire north- 





and the weather vane in the shape 
of an Indian, both in the possession 
of the Massachusetts Historical So- 
ciety. The Old South Theatre now 
fills the whole Province House and 
about as much more space in the rear. 


kach year sees not 


DESTRUCTION 
OF THE only a small num- 
GORE DAMM, tree of tustitings nro. 
BROOKLINE.’ Ver of buildings pre 


served but a large 

number of buildings destroyed. Of 
those in distant parts of New England 
the Secretary seldom hears anything 
until the destruction is complete, but 
of those nearer Boston sufficient 
notice is sometimes received to allow 
photographing during demolition and 
to permit the securing of suitable 
relics for our museum collection. 
The Goddard barn in Brookline, 
taken down last summer, was a build- 
ing widely known through its struc- 
tural interest and Revolutionary his- 
tory. It was very elaborately framed, 
everything being of oak, even to the 
stanchions for the cattle. Luckily 
photographs were made, showing the 
details of this framing, one peculiarity 
of which was the upward curving of 
the cross timbers and outward curving 
of many of the braces. Historically 





east end wall with its enor- 
mous stepped and arched ex- 
terior chimney; and a por- 
tion, perhaps even as much 
as a half, of the southwest 
wall. Of the rear or north- 
west wall there is doubtless 
not a stone or brick left in 
place and the entire ell has 
disappeared. The interior 
of the house must have gone 
years ago, but the panelling 
of one room, said to be the 
Council Chamber, still exists 
at ‘‘Indian Hill’’, West New- 
bury, where the porch itself 
stood as a garden decoration 
until rotted by exposure to the 
weather. Two other relics of the 
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house are still in existence, the Royal 
Coat of Arms from the balcony railing 








Ellis-Shumway House, West Medway, Mass. About 1720 
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the barn figured as the hiding place 
of large quantities of munitions of war, 
later used in the fighting around Bos- 
ton, notably at Bunker Hill. It is 
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some satisfaction to know that the 
framework of this interesting and his- 
torical old building was carefully 
taken apart and will be in part re- 
erected and used in connection with 
a modern house. 


ELLIS-SHUMWAY The Secretary ar- 

(1720) AND CUTLER rived just in ti 
(1715) HOUSES, Just in time to 
WEST MEDWAY. see the ignominious 
end of the house 


erected about 1720 by one Ellis. A 





and chimney girt, with the end of a 
floor joist and rafter. 

Not far away stands, or at least 
stood on the occasion of the last visit, 
the Cutler house, presenting a curious 
front aspect in that the west end was 
not built flush with the already stand- 
ing east end, but set back about a 
foot. The west end was framed sep- 
arately, as in the case of the Ellis- 
Shumway house. Until compara- 
tively recently this house stood in 
normally good repair with 








Destruction of the Ellis-Shumway House 


gray mare was hitched to the uncover- 
ed framework, and after much pulling 
this way and that, with the aid of whip 
and tongue, the house was pulled to 
the ground. While not of remarkable 
interest among New England houses 
as a whole, the house was well worth 
preserving from the point of view of 
West Medway, being the second old- 
est in town, and, with the possible 
exception of a sill or two,in remark- 
ably sound condition. It was a 
story and a half in height, built in two 
sections of which the second, instead 
of being framed into the first, was 
framed separately and butted up 
against it. This was exactly as in 
the case of the Lee house at East 
Lyme, Conn., and of the Cutler house 
to be presently mentioned. An in- 
teresting example of the framing was 
secured for the Society’s museum, 
namely, the junction of a post, plate 





the extremely interesting 
feature that several of the 
rooms were sheathed 
throughout with unpainted 
perpendicular ‘panel’ 
sheathing. This alone 
would have made the house 
well worth preserving for, as 
all know who have sought 
such houses, they are not 
common. When visited, 
however, this sheathing had 
almost entirely disappeared ; 
much of the flooring had 
gone and the house was evi- 
dently abandoned to its 
fate. This greatly facili- 
tated the inspection of the 
framing which was very heavy and 
as sound as the day it was built. 
Several good photographs were se- 
cured, but no specimen for the 
museum excepting, with the owner's 
consent, two hinges. A person plan- 
ning the erection of an old style house 
would be well advised to buy and 




















The Cutler House, West Medway, Mass. 
East end built about 1715 
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Cutler House, West Medway, Mass. 
Begun about 1715 
Showing in the second story the separate 
framing of the west end side by side with 
that of the east end 


transport for re-erection as much as 
necessary of the fine framing of this 
house. 


This 17th century 
house was destroyed 
at the time of the 
reconstruction of the highway on 
which it fronted, in April, 1914. 
This was the more to be regretted as 
the house had two very interesting 
features, which were uncovered dur- 
ing the process of demolition. Under 
the eaves along the entire front were 
found traces of an old plaster coving. 
If any such coving still exists in Massa- 
chusetts, it is unknown to the Sec- 


BLANEY HOUSE, 
SWAMPSCOTT. 


retary. The last one noticed was on 
the Benaiah Titcomb house, 1695, 
Newburyport, destroyed 1911. This 


was one of those added touches which 
gave the old houses an air of dignity 
so lacking in our modern work. A 
furring-block of oak, in the form of a 
quarter circle, carrying this coving 
from the end of a projecting girt to a 
post, was secured for the Society’s 
museum. 

The second feature of interest was 
found on the removal of a later plas- 


10 


tered ceiling in the kitchen. The 
undersides of the floor boards above 
were found to be painted white with 
black spots about six inches apart. 
Early interior painting of any kind 
was rare and nothing just like this 
has been found elsewhere. I[t may 
well be contemporaneous with the 
painted furniture of the early years 
of the 18th century. A piece of this 
ceiling was secured for the Society’s 
museum, together with a portion of 
the framework from the front of the 
house. 


The only features 
of interest about this 
house were histori- 


WORCESTER HOUSE 
BRIGHTON. 


cal, in that it was the first post office 
in Brighton and the home of Noah 
Structurally 


Worcester. the build- 











Courtesy of John Albree 
Detail of framing, Blaney House, Swampscott, 
Mass. Showing girt ends projecting over front 
plate to carry the plastered coving under 
the eaves 


























ing had no interest out of the common, 
but three very good examples of 
framing were secured for the Society’s 
museum. The house was of interest 
mainly from the point of view of 
Brighton, and local people and local 
patriotic societies should have pre- 
served it. The loss is chiefly theirs 
and no future building however fine 
can ever give them back what they 
lost in the Worcester house. 


The Secretary's re- 
port last year closed 
with an appeal for 
the gift of a sufficiently large sum of 
money to finance the immediate pur- 
chase of a number of the most inter- 
esting houses in danger of destruc- 
tion. Nothing came of this appeal, 
but the object in view was partially 
accomplished in a wholly unexpected 
way. Doubtless the most surprising 
and efficacious preservation work of 
the past year has been that involved 
in the purchase of four supremely 
interesting old houses by our fellow 
member, Mr. Wallace Nutting. As 
we all know, Mr. Nutting is an art 
photographer, making a specialty of 
photographs of old houses appro- 
priately furnished and 


MR. WALLACE 
NUTTING’S 
PURCHASES. 





1694); Cutler-Bartlett 


the 
Newburyport (1782); 


house, 
the Gardner 
house, Portsmouth, N. H., (1760); 
and the Iron-Works house, Saugus 
(about 1642-45). Thisisa notable list 
and our satisfaction that these houses 
have been purchased for the purpose 
of preservation must be great indeed. 
Mr. Nutting’s antiquarian interest 
has grown with the extension of this 
work, so that now the commercial 
side bids fair to be subordinated to it. 
This will surprise no one who has ever 
yielded to the fascinating pleasure 
involved in the faithful restoration 
of old houses, especially those of the 
17th century of which Mr. Nutting 
Owns two. 


In the case of the 
Hazen garrison the 
Board of Trustees 
secured for Mr. Nutting an exhaus- 
tive report on the condition and needs 
of the building, written by Mr. Henry 
Charles Dean, Architect. Mr. Nut- 
ting has agreed that nothing shall be 
done to this house without Mr. Dean's 
advice. This is an important struc- 
ture, being one of our very oldest 
brick: houses, but it has been sadly 


HAZEN GARRISON, 
HAVERHILL, 
ABOUT 1694. 





showing people dressed in 
the style of the period. It 
has long been Mr. Nut- 
ting’s desire to own a few 
of the finest old houses in 
order to furnish them him- 
self for use as backgrounds 
for a_ series of posed pic- 
tures. The houses will also 
be open to public inspection 
on payment of a reasonable 
admission fee. The scheme, 
which is acommercial one, 
or at least began as such, 
involves for its success the 














very sort of work which 
this Society most wishes to 
encourage, namely, the 
proper restoration of a careful selection 
of our finest old houses. Of these Mr. 
Nutting has already acquired four- 

the Hazen garrison, Haverhill (about 





Richard Hazen House, Haverhill, Mass. 


Courtesy of Henry C. Dean 


About 1694 


abused at different times, each change 
being for the worse. The work to be 
done will be in the nature of restor- 
ation so far as the brickwork is con- 





cerned and reconstruction with refer- 
ence to interior finish, of which prac- 
tically nothing old remains. It is 
hoped later to print a special Bulletin 
article on this house. 


GARDNER House, /" the cases of the 
PORTSMOUTH, N.H. Gardner and Cutler- 

AND CUTLER- 

BARTLETT, NEw- Bartlett houses there 
BURYPOR 2)”: iS No question of res- 
toration, as repairs 

only are needed. 

The Gardner house is of wood and 
remarkable for the beauty and elab- 
oration of the finish, in fact, Mr. 
Nutting considers this the best in- 
terior he has ever seen. The Cutler- 
Bartlett house is of brick — one of 
the best brick exteriors in New Eng- 
land, whereas the interior is noted for 
extreme simplicity and _ purity of 
design and style. 


Asfor the Iron-Works 
house in Saugus, this 
is a noteworthy in- 
stance of a combination of great 
historic interest with an all but van- 


IRON-WORKS 
HOUSE, SAUGUS, 
1642-45. 


hangs the second by about eighteen 
inches along the entire front and the 
frame and chimney seem to be original 
and intact, but of the old interior 
finish little, if anything, remains. 

Of the four houses Mr. Nutting has 
bought, three came to his attention 
through this Society, and we can ac- 
cordingly congratulate ourselves that 
the Society is, to that extent at least, 
responsible for this good work. Mr. 
Nutting authorizes the further state- 
ment that he is planning a purchase 
in Rhode Island. 


Some inquiries have 
been received con- 
cerning the fate of 
houses mentioned in previous Bulle- 
tins and perhaps a statement of the 
fate of a few of them may be of in- 
terest. 


HOUSES 
PREVIOUSLY 
MENTIONED 


At last accounts the 
main structure of the 
Bradley Inn, Haver- 
hill, was still standing but in a muti- 
lated and dilapidated condition. 


BRADLEY IN 
HAVERHILL. 
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Courtesy Halliday Photograph Do. 
Iron-Works House, Saugus, Mass. About 1642 


ished architectural style of first rate 
importance. The house is all that 
remains of the plant of the first iron 
works in America, having perhaps 
been used as the home or office of the 
superintendent. The first story over- 















The task 

PEIRCE-NICHOLS 
HOUSE. SALEM. of securing 
the pur- 
chase price of the Peirce- 
Nichols house was under- 
taken somewhat less than 
a year ago by the Essex 


institute and would doubt- 
less have been carried to a 
successful conclusion by this 
time had it not been for the 
outbreak of the European 





war. kor the moment the 
project is dormant. 
eS The pres- 


SHIRLEY-EUSTIS 
HOUSE, ROXBURY. @ iva tion 


of the Shir- 
ley-Eustis house is progress- 
ing slowly but surely in the hands of 
the Shirley-Eustis House Association. 
A caretaker’s room has been prepared 
in the basement and the roof is now 
being made tight. Further improve- 
ments will doubtless follow during 
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the coming year, for different state 
societies are considering the advis- 
ability of undertaking the restoration 
of one room each. 


The preservation of 
this splendid man- 
sion at 40 Beacon 
Street, Boston, has been assured for 
the present at least through its pur- 
chase by a group of ladies who have 
leased it for a term of years to the 
Women's City Club. Last summer 
the premises were carefully overhauled 
and put into thorough repair without 
in any way injuring the artistic beau- 
ties of the house. There is every rea- 
son to hope that the possible dangers 
resulting from club occupation, as 
mentioned in our Bulletin No. 9, will 
not materialize. Certainly the house 
has not suffered to date. 


40 BEACON STREET 
BOSTON, 1818. 


DR. WILLIAM ~=[he Paine house at 
PAINE HOUSE, , 2 
1774, WORCESTER, Worcester is fortu- 
MASS. nate in having come 
into the hands of the Col. Timothy 
Bigelow Chapter, D. A. R., which is 
giving it the best of care. The house 
has been repaired and _ renovated 
throughout, but the Chapter has 
wisely refrained from restoring it. 
In 1836 the house was pretty thor- 
oughly changed in appearance and the 
Chapter does well to leave it as it 
stands, an example of two styles sep- 
arated by sixty years of time. 


The preservation of 
WEST ROXBURY oan on as 
MEETING HOUSE. this building proved 

to be impossible, for 
the persons to whom it should have 
appealed most were not drawn to it. 
In 1913 it was destroyed and, as is 
often the case, later generations will 
wish it could have been preserved for 
their benefit. 


HAZARD-wanton [he future of the 

HOUSE, Hazard-Wanton 
NEWPORT, R. I. A ae 

house is still in doubt 

but it is incredible that so fine an 

example of 18th century Newport 

will not be permanently preserved. 


The natural agency for such preser- 


vation would seem to be the local 
historical society or a strong local 
patriotic society chapter, but as yet 
nothing tangible has been done along 
these lines. 


As usual, the Sec- 
retary wascalled on 
to travel extensively 
through New England in the course of 
his year’s work and a number of in- 
teresting houses were visited, some 
of the more prominent being men- 
tioned below. 


THE SECRETARY’S 
TRAVELS. 


BENJAMIN apport 4t Andover the 


HOUSE, 1685, Abbot and at North 
BRADSTREET Andover the Brad- 


HOUSE, 1667. street houses were 


visited, both of which must be classed 
among the most interesting in New 
England, each being in its way a gem 
worthy of the best care and preserva- 
tion. Fortunately this is appreciated 
by the owners and both houses are in 
excellent condition. 


DAVID STONE ‘1 interesting ex- 
HOUSE, LINCOLN. cursion was made 
BEFORE 1653 with the Stone Fam- 
ily Association to Lincoln, Mass., 
where, after visiting the Farrington 
Memorial, the old David Stone house 
was inspected. While an old house 
(in fact the oldest still standing of the 
Stone Family) it has unfortunately 
been considerably modernized. Even 
so, it is well worth the Association’s 
best care and it is hoped that a work- 
ing agreement can be made by which 
the Trustees of the Farrington Me- 
morial, to whom it belongs, will allow 
the Stone Family Association to as- 
sume the restoration, repair and 
maintenance of the house as a family 
memorial. 


Under the guidance 
of Mr. Herbert N. 
Hixon, President of 
the Medway Historical Society, three 
interesting visits were made to the 
towns of Millis and Medway and 


MEDWAY 
MILLIS 
HOUSATONIC 
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houses too numerous to mention were 
visited and photographed. 

Another pleasant trip was to Housa- 
tonic to look over an interesting col- 
lection of antiques which Mr. Newton 
Mackintosh very kindly presented to 
the Society. 


FRUITLANDS, The [Trustees were 
HARVARD, MASS. invited to the town 
ABOUT 1717. 


of Harvard as guests 
of Miss Clara Endicott Sears and after 
luncheon were shown the home of 
the old Con-sociate Family which, 








interest. Miss Sears has made the 
entire community her debtor by this 
public-spirited work. 


Two of the houses 
visited were inter- 
esting brick struc- 
tures of the 17th 
century. The Peter Tufts house has 
been much modernized but could be 
put back into its old condition with 
the help of a competent architect. It 
certainly deserves this treatment for 
it is a building of unusual interest, 


PETER TUFTS, 
1677, MEDFORD, 
AND PEASLEE 
GARRISON, 1675, 
E. HAVERHILL. 








Peter Tufts House, Medford, Mass. 


under the leadership of Bronson 
Alcott, occupied Fruitlands, begin- 
ning 1843. The purchase and restora- 
tion of this house is one of the most 
successful and encouraging examples 
of recent preservation work. Not 
only has the house been put in perfect 
condition, but Miss Sears has for- 
tunately been able to acquire a large 
quantity of the old house furnishings 
of the time of the Transcendentalists. 
The result is not only a restoration 
but a specialized museum of great 
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Built about 1677 


having apparently had triple casement 
windows on each side of the front 
door. The restoration of the Hazen 
garrison in Haverhill will give some 
idea of the possibilities involved in the 
restoration of the Tufts house. 

The Peaslee garrison in East Haver- 
hill is perhaps the most interesting 
brick house in New England, although 
in some parts much modernized. It 
is in good hands and fairly well kept 
up. The Secretary has never seen 
any house in New England that gives 
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from certain points of view so good 
English 
As one of our most 


an impression of a_ small 
manor house. 


Whitfeld, 


man houses 


Caleb Dudley, Norton, 
Philo Bishop, Grace Starr and Wild- 
were visited. These 
are a peculiarly interesting 
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Courtesy of Henry C. Dean 
Peaslee Garrison House, East Haverhill, Mass. 


Probably built shortly before 1700 


precious old houses it should be care- 
fully restored and preserved as long 
as it will stand. 

On a visit to this 
house there was 
found an old door 
of undoubted 17th century workman- 
ship, but of a type probably unique 
in New England. It closely resembles 
the panelling of the old oak chests and 
may very possibly have been the door 
to a movable wardrobe. At all 
events, since it had no connection 
with the ell where it was found, there 
was no hesitation in buying it as an 
addition to our museum. 


WINTHROP-BURN- 
HAM HOUSE, 
IPSWICH, 1667. 


One of the pleasant- 
est trips was that to 
the home of one of 
our members, Mrs. Eva R. Greeley, 
in Abington. ‘This house dates from 
1797 and contains an unusually in- 
teresting parlor of that period. More- 
over, the house is full of interesting 
antiques, which well repaid inspec- 
tion. 


GREELEY HOUSE, 
ABINGTON. 


Two interesting trips 
were made to Guil- 
ford, Conn., and the 


GUILFORD, 
CONN. 
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group and would amply 
justify a longer journey to 
see them. The Wildman 
house in particular contains 
much that is of great in- 
terest, including an old case- 
ment window casing (23 by 
143,) still in place in the 
original rear wall, now visi- 
ble in the leanto garret. 





Among other 
houses visited 
the 
David Low, Essex, Mass.; 
Moftatt-Ladd, Portsmouth, 
N. H.; Wheelwright (Old 
Ladies’ Home) Newbury- 
port; Saltonstall, Haverhill; Butler- 
Porter - Bidwell, Wethersfield, Conn.; 
Laws, Sharon, N. H.; Peak, Med- 
field, Mass.; Iron-Works, Saugus, 
Mass. Much attention was also given 
to another 17th century house sur- 
passing in interest any above men- 
tioned. A strong effort is now being 
made to secure the preservation of 


OTHER 
TRIPS. 


| were 














The Wildman House, Guilford, Conn. 
Built about 1720 


this house which for a number of 
reasons must for the moment remain 
nameless. 











The Secretary had 
the privilege of ad- 

dressing the follow- 
ing organizations, all in Massachu- 
setts: Hannah Goddard Chapter, D. 
A.R.; Washington Elm Chapter, D. 
R.; Old North Chapter, D. A. R.; 
Lucy Jackson Chapter, D. A. R.; 
Melrose Historical Society; North 
Andover Historical Society; Profes- 


PUBLIC 
SPEAKING. 





sional Women’s Club of Boston; 
Stone Family Association. 


oo A loan exhibition 
oNMIBITION. intended toshow the 
possibilities of he- 


raldic decoration was opened in the 
Society’s room the beginning of Feb- 
ruary and was put entirely in charge 
of the Secretary who was fortunate 
enough to secure over two hundred 
different exhibits. The exhibition 
proved a very popular one giving a 
gratifying air of gaiety to a somewhat 
gloomy office. The exhibition was 
held under the joint auspices of the 
New England Historic Genealogical 
Society and our Preservation Society. 
An article on this exhibition will 
probably appear in a later Bulletin. 
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Along somewhat dif- 
MR. NUTTING’S ; 
PHOTOGRAPHS. ferent lines, but not 

a loan. exhibition, 


was the display of the Society’s col- 
lection of photographs taken by Mr. 
Wallace Nutting, received in about 
equal parts as a gift from him and as 
a purchase with money received as a 
gift for that special purpose from 
another member. 





Courtesy Halliday Photograph Co. 
Qld Peak House, Medfield, Mass. 


BULFINCH Fron; Numerous efforts 

STATE HOUSE were made to induce 
the Board of Trustees 
to take a determined stand against 
the new marble wings of the State 
House, on the ground that the build- 
ing of these wings would inevitably 
lead to a demand that the central 
Bulfinch front be cased in marble to 
secure harmony of effect. The mat- 
ter was carefully gone over at several 
meetings of the Board and the con- 
clusion reached that the material 
out of which these wings were con- 
structed could not properly be con- 
sidered the business of this Society. 
The new wings are in no way anti- 
quities in themselves and their effect 
on the Bulfinch front is a matter of 
diverse opinion. When a direct at- 
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tack is made on the old work of Bul- 
finch there will be ample time to 
rally to its support, and if the effort 
to protect it should then meet with 
failure we may be certain it would 
have had no better result last year, 
when the attack was but indirect at 
best. 


About a year ago 
the Trustees appoint- 
ed a committee to 
investigate the subject of persons 
changing their family names, often 
done with the consent of the Probate 
Court, for the purpose of assuming an 
old New England name of long and 
good standing. It developed at later 
meetings of the Board that there 
was in this matter also, a decided 
diversity of opinion among the Trus- 
tees, some contending that our family 
names were not New England antiqul- 
ties at all, and accordingly not prop- 
er subjects for the Society’s atten- 
tion. Although this was not the 
Board’s opinion as a whole, further 
consideration of the subject was 
dropped — doubtless a wise move. 
The public at large has never been 
willing to take the matter seriously 
and until it does successful action 
will be difficult. 


CHANGES 
OF NAME. 


The Board of Trus- 


FUNDS FOR ; 
WORK IN tees followed its 
NEW ENGLAND 
STATES OUTSIDE Course of last year 
MASSACHU- ha eeenl .° o 
SETTS. in setting aside one 


half the membership 
dues of New England members out- 
side of Massachusetts, plus two dol- 
lars per living Life Member, for ex- 
penditure in their respective states, 
with gratifying results. 


The principal event 
of the year in this 
state was the co- 
operation of this Society with the 
Connecticut Society of Colonial Dames 
and the Connecticut Society of Col- 
onial Wars for the purpose of buying 
the Thomas Lee house in East Lyme 
for preservation by the East Lyme 


WORK IN 
CONNECTICUT. 








This is a credit- 
able piece of work for all the societies 


Historical Society 


involved, and has been fully de- 
scribed in the previous Bulletin. 

An interesting house is under con- 
sideration for joint action the coming 
year but as yet nothing definite can 
be said on the subject. The united 
action of these three societies having 
resulted so well last year, it is much 
to be hoped that the same method of 
procedure can be continued this year, 
if possible in connection with some 
local society, as was the case in East 
Lyme. 


Our efforts to ac- 
WORK IN , 

RHODE ISLAND. complish something 

in Rhode Island may 

be said to have made a beginning with 

the securing of Mr. Isham’s report on 

the old Brick Market at Newport, as 

mentioned elsewhere in this report. 

This is not in itself a spectacular per- 

formance, but it holds promise of 
great utility. 

The Hazard-Wanton house has 
continued to occupy the attention of 
the Secretary from time to time, but 
the question of its future is as un- 
decided as ever. 


— The only work done 
NEW HAMPSHIRE. 1” New Hampshire 
has been to appro- 
priate Fifty Dollars to the repair of 
the Moffatt-Ladd house in Ports- 
mouth by the New Hampshire Soc- 
iety of Colonial Dames. There are 
but few plans for the coming year and 
suggestions will be gladly received 
and considered. 


eo The small amount 
VERMONT. available for Ver- 
mont was appro- 


priated as a gift to the Constitution 
House Association towards the pres- 
ervation of the Constitution house 
in Windsor. The same course was 
followed the previous year and seems 
likely to be followed in 1915 unless a 
new objective is suggested. 
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Nothing has yet 
been done in Maine 
and the amount 
available is slowly accumulating to a 
respectable sum. Two _ interesting 
pieces of work have been suggested, 
namely, the repairing of the block 
houses at North Edgecomb and at 
Kittery. Either would be a fine 
achievement and much cooperation 
could doubtless be obtained locally. 
No obstacles have so far arisen with 
regard to Fort McClary, but slight 
dithculties have appeared in regard to 
Fort Edgecomb. 


WORK IN 
MAINE. 


But little attempt 
has been made _ to 
increase the size of 
our membership during the past year. 
This has been almost wholly due to 
the business depression in New Eng- 
land and the European war. It was 
felt that the chance of getting ade- 
quate returns for the expense involved 
in a circularizing campaign was too 
uncertain to justify such an extended 
campaign as that of last year, and ac- 
cordingly the work to date has been 
limited almost entirely to Connecticut, 
where the results have been some- 
what less than normal. 


CANVASSING FOR 
NEW MEMBERS. 


Moffatt-Ladd House, Portsmouth, N.H. Built, 1763 








The Society has now 
been in existence five 
years, lessone month. 
It started with the avowed object of 
securing two thousand members and 
using the annual dues directly for pres- 
ervation work, through the purchase 
and restoration of an old building or 
two every year. These hopes have 
not as yet been realized. The mem- 
bership is just under fifteen hundred 
and for the moment at least growing 
but slowly. This temporary condi- 
tion will doubtless improve as soon as 
the general business situation im- 
proves. As to the members’ dues, 
only in the states outside of Mass- 
achusetts are they used directly for 
preservation work and in those states 
to the extent only of one-half the dues. 
The remaining half, together with the 
dues from Massachusetts and outside 
of New England are needed to run the 
Society. All this seems natural enough 
to those directing the Society’s man- 
agement and there can be no doubt 
but that the Society’s maintenance 
cost was greatly underestimated at 
the start. Accordingly we do not 
find the Society in the market to buy 
with the membership dues a house or 
so every year. To make up for this, 


REVIEW OF 
THE LAST 
FIVE YEARS. 

















however, another underestimated 
force is coming into play. The So- 
ciety is indirectly causing the rescue of 
far more than one or two housesa year, 
for the beneficial results of its mere 
existence have been widespread. In- 
cidentally, it has acquired properties 
at the rate of almost one a year in a 
variety of ways quite apart from the 
use of membership dues. The net 
result has therefore been to leave the 
Society fully as strong a power for 
good work as was originally hoped, 
although in a somewhat different way. 


In the case of the 
THE SOCIETY’S 
MUSEUM. museum, too, the 


result has been fully 
up to expectations. A large, if some- 
what miscellaneous, number of gifts 
has been received and could these all 
be exhibited the members would sure- 
ly be surprised at the extent and merit 
of the collection. They range in 
size from an entire room from the 
Penney-Hallett house, Jamaica Plain, 
to a single nail from some other house, 
and in value from some _ beautiful 
work of art to some inexpensive and 
much worn hand-made implement of 
colonial farm life. Some of our ex- 
hibits are of extremest rarity, such as 
the drops presented by Miss S. E. 
Small from the garret of the Swett- 
Ilsley house, and the diamond paned 
leaded sashes from Harvard, Mass., 
lent by the Estate of the late Mr. 
Denison R. Slade. 

The museum has justified the hopes 
tor its success at the time the Society 
was founded, and constant improve- 
ment in the quality and the quantity 
of both loans and gifts await but 
| sufhciently ample quarters in which 
to install them. 


the case of the 
library the most san- 
guine hopes of the 
founders have been surpassed. An 
: annual accession of several hundred 
interesting views of New England was 
looked on as a possibility, but the 
actual acquisition of some twenty- 


In 
: THE SOCIETY’S 
LIBRARY. 








five hundred per annum as an average 
was never anticipated. It must be 
admitted that the present total of 
some 14,554 views of all kinds — 
photographs, post cards, prints, pen- 
cil sketches, water colors, etc., in- 
cludes a mass of material not all of 
the first order of merit or interest, but 
it is also true that it contains many 
thousands of the things we most re- 
quire, namely, interior and exterior 
views of a vast number of the most 
interesting of New England's old 
houses. 

If this were the library’s whole 
field it would still justify its existence, 
but it covers much more, already in- 
cluding a small but select collection 
of measured drawings of interesting 
buildings as well as some detailed 
manuscript reports of their appear- 
ance at a given date. Of books and 
pamphlets, too, it has a good be- 
ginning, although no _ special effort 
has been made in that direction. And 
last, but by no means least, a be- 
ginning is being made of a collec- 
tion of negatives and films, prints 


from which are not infrequently 
ordered and delivered, practically 
at cost. 
A teature of the 
LOAN <M aeenee ei <4 
EXHIBITIONS. Society's work which 


received scant at- 
tention in the original plans, but which 
has taken rank of great importance, 
is the series of loan exhibitions. Of 
these four have been held, as follows: 

The Colonial Room; 

The Exhibition of Samplers, 
Needlework Pictures, Mourn- 
ing Jewelry, Etc; 

The Exhibition of Silhouettes, 
Wax Portraits and Miniatures; 

The Heraldic Exhibition. 

These exhibitions have all been 
very popular, each having its special 
enthusiastic admirers. There can be 
no doubt that their educational effect 
has been great, and they have also 
served to give the Society valuable 
publicity. 





Another hope of the 
Society’s founders 
which has grown 
beyond their fondest expectations is 
the Life Membership Fund. This 
now stands at $8450 and is the main- 
stay of the real estate situation. The 
increase of this fund has been at the 
average rate of about $1800 per year 
and the proportion of one member in 
eight becoming a Life Member has 
from the beginning been closely ap- 
proximated. 


THE LIFE 
MEMBERSHIP 
FUND. 


THE NEED or J! the Society has 
A BUILDING AS hadanything tocom- 
HEADQUARTERS. |. “; -; ' 
plain of it has been 
the too rapid extension of its work 
owing to the marked success of each 
separate line of endeavor. While 
this has made it impossible for the 
office force to give any one line the 
attention it deserves, the most se- 
rious handicap from the beginning has 
been the utter inadequacy of the So- 
ciety’s headquarters. The first head- 
quarters were half of a small office, 
and the condition of the library and 
museum under such circumstances 
may be left to the imagination. But 
it was in such quarters that the work 
was done which put the Society on a 
solid foundation. It was impossible 
for the Board of Trustees to meet 
there and we were indebted to the 
courtesy of the New England His- 
toric Genealogical Society for permis- 
sion to meet in its Council Chamber 
at 18 Somerset Street. With the 
completion of the Genealogical So- 
ciety’s new building at 9 Ashburton 
Place came an opportunity to secure 
more commodious quarters, with the 
added advantage of being in an abso- 
lutely fireproof building in close prox- 
imity to the Genealogical Society's 
superb library. 

The move to these new quarters 
gave immediate opportunity for prop- 
erly installing our library collections, 
such as they then were, and it was 
hoped to start the permanent instal- 
lation of our slender museum. Per- 
haps it was the very fact that the 
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museum collection was so miscel- 
laneous and small as to make but 
poor material for an exhibition that 
led to the immediate use of the great- 
er part of our room for loan exhibi- 
tions. At all events, from that day 
to this the loan exhibitions have prac- 
tically monopolized the exhibition 
space. This policy has been open to 
two objections. In the first place, 
it made the museum gifts wholly in- 
accessible since they had to be packed 
away in barrels, boxes and chests in 
half a dozen different places. In the 
second place, the very popularity of 
these loan exhibitions naturally in- 
creased the difficulties of the regular 
office work. . 

The work of the Secretary's only 
assistant includes much more than 
that of stenographer, for she is the 
assistant to the officer directing each 
department of the Society’s work. 
While the main office is given up to a 
loan exhibition it is unwise to leave 
it unwatched, and dictation, type- 
writing and all the details of office 
work must of necessity be carried on 
there, more particularly if there are 
visitors present. 

The truth is we are now trying to 
do in one room and a tiny office four 
different kinds of work, each of which 
should have its own separate room or 
rooms, and in some cases its own 
separate attendants. That is, we 
are trying to combine in one room a 
museum, a library, loan exhibitions 
and general office work. That this 
is impossible is shown by the fact 
that the present plan of giving loan 
exhibitions the right of way has 
driven the museum into storage, 
cramped the library and _ terribly 
handicapped the office work. 

The museum needs at the very least 
one room and its proper exhibition 
even now would probably require two 
or more rooms. This of course would 
involve the services of a custodian. 

The loan exhibitions should have 
the space of two ordinary rooms, and 
as it would be impossible to accept 
valuable loans without giving them 
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the best possible care, a custodian 
should be in charge. It is likely that 
a small admission charge would defray 
the cost of the custodian, or at least 
pay a very appreciable portion of it, 
and he could be of some additional 
service in clerical and other ways. 
He would also by interesting visitors, 
urging them to join the Society and 
listening to what they may have to 
say, sometimes open up possibilities 
of advantage to the Society. For 
instance, a large number of photo- 
graphs and other gifts have been re- 
ceived as a result of suggestions made 
to visitors during such conversations. 

The library can for a time get on 
with small quarters but the aim should 
be to give it a room by itself and the 
services of a competent attendant to 
mount and label every photograph, 
index books, pamphlets, photographs 
and other library material, doubtless 
through the means of a card cata- 
logue, and, with the advice of the 
Librarian, to exhaust all possible 
means of increasing the collections. 

Two more rooms should be at the 
disposal of the office staff — one for 
clerical work and the other for the 
Secretary's private office. 

To carry out in full such a plan as 
above outlined would involve the ac- 
quisition of a headquarters building 
at a cost of approximately thirty or 
forty thousand dollars and the raising 
of an endowment fund of some sixty 
thousand dollars, or a total of from 
ninety to one hundred thousand dol- 
lars, though much could be done with 
even a part of this. For instance, 
there has probably never been a time 
when the Society could not have hired 
an adequate building for not over 
$1,500 a year. Its best chance came 
three years ago when the heirs of Mrs. 
Mary Hemenway offered the enor- 
mous double house on the corner of 
Walnut and Mt. Vernon Streets for 
$1,000 per year. It would have been 
a superb building, but the Trustees 
felt that the Society was then so small 
it would have been lost in the building 
and unable to raise the money to pay 








for the cost of living there. Other 
opportunities have come up from time 
to time, but the difficulty in the way 
of taking advantage of them has al- 
ways been the need of endowment to 
enable the Society to occupy the 
premises. 

That something must be done to 
provide adequate quarters and the 
means of occupying them is absolutely 
certain, unless the Society is to cut 
down its sphere of activities. Of 
course, neither the museum nor the 
loan exhibitions are essential to the 
Society's existence. The office work 
and the library are essential, but these 
alone could be carried on in the space 
we now occupy and the Society would 
be a successful organization if it never 
tried to do any more than maintain 
its offce and library, with an occa- 
sional Bulletin to inform the members. 

But surely it is unnecessary to con- 
sider giving up the museum and loan 
exhibitions. The latter have already 
become events looked forward to as 
recurring fixtures, not only by our own 
members but by the public, and our 
museum contains the seed of such a 
museum as Boston has always lacked, 
and for the want of which it has lost 
valuable collections. For instance, 
a generation ago practically all the 
finest collections of American coins 
were either in Boston or its imme- 
diate vicinity. Had an effort been 
made to combine them in an histor- 
ical museum, no other city in the 
country could ever have hoped by any 
effort whatsoever to have equalled it 
in the line of early American coins. 
[In the same way the finest collection 
of American furniture, containing a 
large number of superb New England 
pieces was until a very few years ago 
owned in Boston. That has now fol- 
lowed the coin collections to New 
York, and if Boston is ever to have an 
adequate collection, not only of Amer- 
ican but even of New England furni- 
ture, it will have to adopt more stren- 
uous methods than it has used in the 
past. 

Of the necessity for an historical 











museum in Boston there can be no 
doubt. The only question for us to 
determine is whether or not this So- 
ciety is to be the means of filling the 
need. If we are to undertake this 
work it must be by the help of Boston 
people and the help must come in the 
form of a headquarters building and 
museum endowment. There is no 
reason to look for these from the mem- 
bers at large; they are all interested in 
maintaining their local museums scat- 
tered all over New England, and Bos- 
ton, as the largest and wealthiest city, 
should look after its own museum. 
The only question is, is it able and 
willing? The ability is here beyond a 
question. Even a small town like 
New London, Conn., only lately 
raised $33,000 to buy the Shaw house 
and grounds as headquarters for its 
Historical Society and Museum. 
This is almost exactly the sum needed 
for similar work in Boston, since thirty 


to forty thousand dollars should suf- 
fice for a suitable building somewhere 
on Beacon Hill. Given the building, 
the endowment would probably take 
care of itself bit by bit, or vice versa, 
given the endowment a building could 
doubtless be secured, but given the 
requisite energy and determination 
among our greater Boston members we 
should be able to raise enough for both 
building and endowment at the same 
time. 

In the Secretary's opinion, this is 
by far the most important question 
now confronting this Society and some 
definite action looking towards its 
solution should be taken without fur- 
ther delay. ° 

Yours very truly, 

WM. SUMNER APPLETON, 


Corresponding Secretary. 


Boston, Feb. 28, 1915. 


REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF THE MUSEUM 


To the Presidentof the Society: 


As director of the Museum I have 
the honor to submit the fifth annual 
report, covering the year March 1, 
1914 to March 1, 1915, with a list of 
the various articles which have been 
presented to the museum during the 
vear. 

While the past year has not been 
one particularly advantageous to the 
museum's growth, we have increased 
our collection and have demonstrated 


that there is interest in this part of the 
Society's work. 

The only way that we can have a 
suitable museum for the exhibition of 
our collection is in possessing a house 
of our own, in which the collection can 
be adequately housed and _ suitably 
shown, and to this end I hope that the 
efforts of the President and the Trus- 
tees will be directed during the coming 
year. 

DWIGHT M. PROUTY. 
Boston, March 1, 1915. 


ADDITIONS TO THE MUSEUM COLLECTIONS 


MR. WM. SUMNER APPLETON 

Small piece of Boston Elm; blind fastener; 
old brick; brass button; two pieces of 
chintz; six fans; game of genius; two pairs 
antique kid gloves; four old style golf balls; 
twelve old letter seals; sixteen pieces of 
paper money; china plate; earthenware 
plate; pair smoked glasses with cord; framed 
water color of old Boston house; six wood 
cuts; five Indian relics; very old door from 
Burnham house, Ipswich, with two old 
hinges and latch; flax wheel; candle mould; 
tape loom; old saddle; bed wrench; part 
of old window frame; crane hanger; two 


strap hinges: iron hinge; from Shumway 
house, West Medway section of frame 
work, two oak pins, parts of two latches, 
spike, piece of window frame; from 
Blaney house, Swampscott—bracket, brick; 
from Caleb Dudley house, Guilford, Conn., 
- hand split clapboard; from Gov. Clinton 

house, Poughkeepsie, N. Y.—hand split lath. 

MRS. LOUISE C. BAXTER 
Two framed engravings. 

DR. WILLIAM P. BOLLES 
Piece of paper money. ($20.) 

MISS FRANCES G. CURTIS 


Silk handkerchief; waistcoat. 











MRS. GREELY S. CURTIS 
Cradle; three pieces paper money. 

MR. HENRY CHARLES DEAN 
Piece of moulding from Cutler 
West Medway. 

MRS. SILVIO M. 
Framed picture. 

MR. GEORGE FRANCIS DOW 
Two hand made clapboards; five 
shaved pine shingles. 

MISS ALICE A. GRAY 
Ticket to ‘“‘Boston Water Celebration’’; 
ribbon badge “Mercantile Library Asso- 
ciation’’. 

MRS. EDWIN F. GREENE 
Four samples wall paper. 

MRS. FRANK B. HALL 
Four samples wall paper. 

MR. HERBERT N. HIXON 
Exhibit of straw braiding; 
match sticks. 

MR. E. A. HUEBENER 
Hand made chisel; door latch; piece of 
frame work from Barnard Capen house, 
Dorchester; from Increase Smith house, 
Dorchester — three keys, wooden door 
knob, razor. 

MR. ALFRED JOHNSON 
Four views of schooner 
with a brief history. 

MRS. MARY MORTON KEHEW 
Mourning ring. 


house, 


DE GOZZALDI 


hand 


two bundles 


“Polly” framed 


DESCENDANTS OF JOSEPH LINCOLN 
Old flint lock gun. 

MR. A. W. LONGFELLOW 
Piece of wood from a beam in the room in 
which the witches were tried, Salem. 

MR. NEWTON MACKINTOSH 
Piece of linen woven about 1760; two books 
of maps; mortar and pestle. 

MISS SUSAN M. PRESTON 
Mahogany drop-leaf table. 

MRS. W. O. ROSS 
Brick from Curtis house, Roxbury. 

MR. WILLIAM WALLACE TAYLOR 
Bed wrench; bowl; tin box; three candle- 
sticks; coffee mill; cup and saucer; candle 
snuffer; two forks; timber gauge; screw 
hand cuffs; two stirrups; two hinges; glass 
ink well with metal tap; earthenware jar; 
three keys; double fount oil lamp; tin 
hanging lamp; dark lantern; mug; butter 
paddle; padlock; piece paper money; cream 
pitcher with tin handle; iron pot; wooden 
pulley block with iron wheel; razor; scales; 
shuttle; 


pair skates; pair skate runners; 
three fish spear heads: trivet; trammel; 
two augurs; small wooden trunk; piece 


of wood from wreck of the British man-of- 
war ‘‘Somerset’’; carded wool; from Eagle 
house, Haverhill —latch, key, cornice 
from a pilaster, one spike, two nails. 

MR. C. J. H. WOODBURY 
Two souvenir pins of The National Asso- 
ciation of Cotton Manufacturers, 1650. 


LIBRARIAN’S REPORT 


To the President of the Society, 

Sir: — As Librarian of the Society, 
I have the honor to submit my fifth 
Annual report covering the year March 
1,1914to March 1,1915. Once more, 
owing to the lack of any special funds 
for its own use, the growth of the Li- 
brary has been dependant on the gen- 
erosity and the good will of the mem- 
bers and friends of the Society. And 
once more it is evident that there is 
increasing interest in the Library as is 
shown by the character and number of 
the gifts together with the fact that 
there were one hundred and eighty- 
nine donors this year as against one 
hundred and seventy-two the previous 
year. During the current year the 
gifts to the Library have been 
1862 photographs 22 books 
1421 post cards 288 pamphlets 

667 views 763 miscellaneous 

items 

The more noteworthy gifts of the 
year were measured plans of the 
Craigie-Longfellow house; the Parson 


Topsfield; the Brenton 
house, Newport; and the Shirley- 
Eustis house, Roxbury; given by 
Messrs. R. H. Dana, Jr., H. C. Dean, 
Donald Millar, William T. Aldrich 
and Ogden Codman respectively. To 
Mr. W. S. Appleton and an anony- 
mous giver we are indebted for several 
hundred of the Frank Cousins Art 
Company’'sphotographs. Other note- 


Capen house, 


worthy donors of photographs and 
views have been Herbert Browne, 
Miss Ellen Chase, Mrs. J. B. Clapp, 


Mrs. E. R. Greeley, Mrs. H. E. John- 
son, Newton Mackintosh, W. H. 
Manning, Wallace Nutting, Lawrence 
Park, Miss Clara Endicott Sears, and 
k. Q. Sylvester. The most impor- 
tant book received during the year 
was Jones’ ‘American Church Silver”’ 
the gift of Mrs. Shepherd Brooks. 

A list of the donors and the number 
of their gifts is appended. 


ERNEST LEWIS 
1, 1915 


GAY, 


Librarian. 


March 
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TREASURER’S REPORT 


MARCH 1, 1914, MARCH 1, 1915 


BALANCE SHEET AFTER CLOSING, 


Cash in Old Colony Trust Co. $1,220.79 


Boardman House 182.30 
Cooper Austin House 6,648.11 
Corner Lot Linnaean St. 957.90 


3 
Fowler House l 
[Isley House 3 


HELEN F. KIMBALL 


Investment $1,520.52 


GENERAL 


Investment $510.14 


LIFE MEMBERSHIP 


February 28, 1914, Balance 
Received during year 


Interest Account 
Invested in: 


Cash in Old Colony Trust Company 
Loan Ilsley House 


17 shares American Agricultural Chemical Co. pfd. 


20 shares United States Steel Corp. pfd. 


26 shares Puget Sound Traction Light & Power Co. 


kMERGENCY 


28 


FEBRUARY 


28, 1915. 


Notes Payable $5,550.00 


Boardman House Acct. 106.50 
Cooper Austin House Acct. 30.76 
Corner Lot Linnaean St. 92.20 
Old Block House Acct. Edgecomb, Me. 10.00 
Heloise Meyer Acct. 420.00 
“Anonymous” Acct. 300.00 
Connecticut Acct. 15.50 
Maine Acct. 62.50 
New Hampshire Acct. 29.00 
Rhode Island Acct. 36.85 
Museum Endowment Fund 35.00 


$6,688.31 
General Fund 10,213.62 
$16,901.93 


EMERGENCY FUND 


Principal of Fund $1,520.52 


FUND 


Principal of Fund $510.14 


FUND 


$7,550.00 
900.00 
—_—— $8,450.00 
100.57 


$8,550.57 


$1,087.82 
750.00 
1,708.50 
2,212.50 
2,791.75 


~~! 





_$8,550.5 



































RECEIPTS AND 
FEBRUARY 28, 1915. 


Receipts Payments 
Active Membership (Net) S$ 1,790.00 Auditing 
Associate Membership (Net) 974.00 Entertainment 
Bulletins, Sale of 23.00 Library 

Gifts and Donations 278.00 Office Expense 
Interest on Bank Balances (Net) 34.89 Postage 


Museum 
Office Fixtures 
Stationery and Printing (Net 
Rent 
Miscellaneous Expense 
$3,099.89 
Boardman House Gifts 119.00 
Cooper Austin House Gifts 22.00 
Corner Lot, Linnaean St. Gifts 6.50 
Heloise Meyer Acct. 
Krom Life Membership Inc. 
“Anonymous” Fund 


(Connecticut Acct. Gift 


Khode Island Acct. 
Report on Old City Hall, New- 
port, R. I. 

Bunker Garrison House, storing re- 
mains of 

Notes Payable, Ilsley House Note 
Reduction 

New Hampshire Acct., Restora- 
tion of Ladd House 

Boardman House, Net Investment 

Vermont Account, Restoration of 
Constitution House 


210.00 
300.00 


$3,757.39 
704.93 


$4,462.32 


Balance Feb. 28, 1914 Balance Feb. 28, 1915 


LIFE MEMBERSHIP INCOME ACCOUNT 


Paid General Fund: 

For Heloise Meyer Acct. 
156.00 For reduction  IlIsley 
175.00 Mortgage Note 

26.09 
50.88 


Dividends on: 
American Agricultural Chem. Co. $102.00 
Puget Sound T. L. & Power Co. 
United States Steel Corp. pfd. 

Interest on bank balances 

Balance Feb. 28, 1914 


House 
Balance Feb. 28, 1915 


$510.57 


HELEN F. KIMBALL EMERGENCY FUND 


Interest on bank balances $3.84 Invested 
Balance Feb. 28, 1914 540.08 
$544.52 


GENERAL EMERGENCY FUND 


Invested 


$4.99 
505.15 


Interest on bank balances 
Balance Feb. 28, 1914 





$510.14 


—- — --——— 





DISBURSEMENTS FOR THE YEAR ENDING 


Boardman House, Stationery and Ptg. 


$50.00 
23.50 
17.23 


1,012.47 


214.79 
39.41 
11.50 

635.03 

510.00 
12.00 


2,525.93 


S/ oe 


12.50 
200.00 


Corner Lot Linnaean St., Legal Services 12.65 


29.65 
15.00 
200.00 


50.00 
182.30 


$210.00 


200.00 


100.57 


$510.57 


$510.14 


$510.14 


ee 
Se 











SUMMARY OF RECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS BY J. C. J. FLAMAND, 
REAL ESTATE AGENT 








Receipts 
Balance on hand March 1, 1914 $322.03 
Interest on Deposits 5.95 
Rents from Ilsley House 241.93 
Rents from Cooper-Austin House 586.50 
$1,156.41 

Disbursements 
On acct. Ilsley House $170.47 
On acct. Cooper-Austin House 542.86 
On acct. Fowler House 18.75 
Agent’s commissions and expenses 101.05 

ee $833.13 
Balance March 9, 1915, on deposit at State St. Trust Co. __ $323.28 

E. and O. E., March 9, 1915. 
WM. C. ENDICOTT, 
Treasurer. 


We have employed Amos D. Albee Son & Co., Certified Public Accountants, to 
audit our treasurer’s accounts and they have found them correct, as per their certifica- 
tion. We have personally seen the cheque books and bank statements and find their 
footings in agreement with the treasurer's accounts. 


PAUL M. HAMLEN, 
McDONALD E. WHITE, 


Auditing Committee. 


UNRESTRICTED MONEY GIFTS 








Miss Aimee E. Alsop $5.00 Brought forward $33.00 

Mrs. Emily H. Bliss 2.00 Warrenand Prescott Chapter, D.A.R. 25.00 

Mr. and Mrs. Francis Crowninshield 10.00 Miss Mary Woodman 20.00 

Mrs. Arthur Cheney 5.00 —_—___—— 

Miss Emma G. Cummings 1.00 $78.00 

Mrs. George Linder 5.00 Also transfer from Life Membership 

Miss Georgia Lowell 1.00 income towards reduction of Ilsley 

Mr. William Shillaber 2.00 mortgage $200.00 

Mr. E. W. B. Taylor 2.00 , —_— 
$278.00 

Carried forward $33.00 








FORM OF BEQUEST 


“T hereby give, devised and bequeath 
ee Ne to the Society For The Preservation Of New England 
Antiquities, a Massachusetts corporation, its successors and assigns, to its 
and their own use and behoof forever.” 











THE SOCIETY FOR THE PRESERVATION OF 


NEW ENGLAND ANTIQUITIES 


President 
Vice- Presidents 
Massachusetts 


Connecticut 


Rhode Island 


New Hampshire 


Vermont 


Maine 


Treasurer 
Rec. Secretary 
Cor. Secretary 
Librarian 


Director of Museum 


Mr. William T. Aldrich 
Mrs. Harold J. Coolidge 
Mrs. Charles A. Cummings 
Mr. William S. Richardson 


Mrs. L. Vernon Briggs 
Mr. Ralph A. Cram 
Mr. Samuel D. Stevens 


Miss Mary C. Wheelwright 


Miss Margaret Curtis 


9 ASHBURTON PLACE, BOSTON 


OFFICERS, 1915-1916 


Charles Knowles Bolton 


Miss Alice Longfellow 
Waldo Lincoln 

Miss Theodate Pope 
George M. Curtis 

Mrs. F. E. Chadwick 
Col. R. H. I. Goddard 
Mrs. Arthur E. Clarke 
Dr. Wallis D. Walker 
Mrs. Sherman Evarts 
William B. C. Stickney 
Mrs. Abba Goold Woolson 
William D. Patterson 
William C. Endicott 
Lynde Sullivan 

William Sumner Appleton 
Dr. Walter G. Chase 
Dwight M. Prouty 


Term Expires March 1, 1916 


Term Expires March 1, 1917 


Term Expires March 1, 1915 


Mr. Frederick O. Houghton 


Mrs. J. Franklin McElwain 


Mr. Lawrence Park 





Shirley, Mass. 


Cambridge 
Worcester 
Farmington 
Meriden 
Newport 
Providence 
Manchester 
Portsmouth 
Windsor 

Bethel 
Windham 
Wiscasset 
Danvers 
Durham, N. H. 
Boston, 9 Ashburton Place 
Boston 

Boston 


Boston 
Boston 
Boston 
Canton 


Boston 

Sudbury 

North Andover 
Boston 


Boston 
Boston 
Boston 
Groton 


THE SOCIETY FOR THE PRESERVATION OF 
NEW ENGLAND ANTIQUITIES 


The organization of The Society for the Preservation of New 
England Antiquities marks an important departure from the 
usual form of antiquarian societies. Its sole object is fully indi- 
cated by its name. The most important antiquities to be pre- 
served are houses built in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries 
and in the first years of the nineteenth. Each house acquired 
will be restored, if need be, and whenever. feasible let to tenants 
under proper restrictions for the purpose of obtaining its best care 
and preservation. Some houses of surpassing interest which may 
be owned by the Society may probably always be open to the 
public, and maintained solely as memorials. Eventually it will 
be the Society’s plan to preserve smaller antiquities in a museum, 
sectional and national in character, conveniently placed in a fire- 
proof building in Boston. 


A very large membership is absolutely essential to the success 
of this Society, just as the Society is essential to the preservation 
of our fast vanishing antiquities. Persons wishing to become 
members should apply to the Corresponding Secretary, Mr. W. 
Sumner Appleton, 9 Ashburton Place, Boston, Mass., enclosing 
cheque payable to Mr. William C. Endicott, Treasurer. The 
classes of membership are: Life, $50; Active, $5 per year; Asso- 
ciate, $2 per year. All members receive the Bulletin, but asso- 
ciate members may not vote or hold office. 


The Society now owns (March 1, 1915): 
The Swett-Ilsley house, Newbury, about 1670. 


Soon to be used as a tea room and for the sale of antiques. 


The Samuel Fowler house, Danversport, 1809. 


Occupied by the Misses Fowler. 


The Cooper-Austin house, Cambridge, about 1657. 


Let as a tea room and gift shop. 
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